
The Annunciation to 

Joseph (Matthew 1:  18-25)

A Closer Look at the Gospels of  Advent and Christmas



The setting

• It follows the genealogy in the 

gospel of  Matthew

• Phrasing changes to reference 

Joseph as the husband of  Mary, of  

who Jesus is born

• King David is referenced 5 times in 

the genealogy



The setting

• Bethlehem is where Joseph and Mary 
live

• Joseph, son of  David, father of  Jesus, 
Son of  David, should live in the same 
town where David was born

• Matthew’s gospel refers to Jesus as Son 
of  David more than the other three.

• This annunciation will end with the 
title of  Emmanuel, ‘God with us.’



Scandalous Pregnancies

• Tamar, widow of  Judah’s, is found pregnant long after 

his death

• Bathsheba is with child following an adulterous liaison

• These women are God’s instruments to preserve the 

lineage of  the Messiah

• So will Mary, in a scandalous pregnancy, bring God’s 

salvation to fruition



Scandalous Pregnancies

• Mary & Joseph are betrothed

• They are bound by the marriage contract but do not 
yet live together

• Mary is now with child and Joseph is aware that he is 
not the father

• The obvious conclusion is adultery.  Or coerced 
relations.  To differentiate would require a public 
hearing.  



A Just Man’s Dilemma

• Some argue that Joseph realized the divine conception and 
considered himself  unworthy

• But the narrative seems to indicate by the revelation of  the 
angel in a dream, something he was not aware of  
previously 

• So, the decision by Joseph to divorce her quietly and not 
expose to the Law, is to save her child as well.

• This creates Joseph as a contrast to the Jewish leaders who 
will follow in the narrative and seek to kill the child.



A Just Man’s Decision

• Joseph’s love for his bride need not be in 

contradiction to his adherence to the Law

• As a just man, he would recognize that the Law would 

allow for human complexity, neither assuming the 

worst or demand the maximum penalty

• So, Joseph can reconcile an obedience to the Law with 

an acceptance of  the child Jesus



The Identity of  Jesus

• Joseph should not divorce Mary so 

that her child is of  the house of  David

• In Jewish understanding it is the 

acceptance of  the father that defines 

paternity and heritage

• Remember that in Matthew’s 

genealogy the line of  David is traced 

through generations of  fathers



The Identity of  Jesus

• Joseph is the one who names the child

• This is Jewish practice to establish 

paternity

• The Mishna says that “If  a man says, 

‘This is my son,’ he is to be believed.”

• This makes Joseph the legal father of  

Jesus, more correct than a step father 

or adoptive father.



2 Josephs, Egypt & the Promised Land

• Both Josephs receive revelations in 
dreams

• Both travel to Egypt to save God’s 
people from destruction

• Both are instruments in God’s 
saving work for his people:

• The first Joseph traveled to Egypt and 
saved Israel from famine

• Continued in Moses who was saved 
from death by a wicked pharaoh who 
killed male Jewish children

• Similarly, Joseph saves Jesus from 
Herod and then returns to Palestine

• Moses is succeeded by Joshua (Jesus) 
who delivers God’s people to the 
Promised Land

• Jesus delivers all humanity from the 
bondage of  sin and death



Divine Conception

• Matthew does not give us the detail that Luke 
does in the annunciation to Mary

• Both reference it by the gift of  the Holy Spirit 
and not through male generation

• Suggests this is an ancient phrasing older than 
the written gospels

• Analogy is to Adam, the only other human 
conceived without human generation



Isaiah 7:14

• The child is Son of  God and Emmanuel, ‘God with 
us.’

• Reference is to the end of  the gospel, when the 
Risen Lord will promise, “I am with you always to 
the end of  the world.”  (Matthew 28: 20).

• What God announces through the angel, he has 
already prophesied in the Old Testament

• In verse 13, the prophet addresses the “House of  
David,” what is spoken to Ahaz refers to Jesus.



Joseph the Father

• Takes Mary into his home

• Names the child Jesus, the name 

the angel has given him

• We are told explicitly that Joseph 

did not know Mary until she bore a 

son, affirming her virginity.



Joseph, the Just Man

• Thus, Joseph is a worthy father to a 

son who would insist on the 

fulfillment of  the Law and the 

Prophets

• He himself  was the model of  that 

fidelity for his Son 


